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MINUTES OF THE FISCAL AND REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE 

TOWN OF THURMAN HELD FEBRUARY 12, 2013 AT THE TOWN HALL, 311 ATHOL 

ROAD, ATHOL NEW YORK, COMMENCING AT 6:30 P.M… 

PRESENT:        MRS. EVELYN WOOD, SUPERVISOR 

   MR. CHARLES BILLS, COUNCILMAN 

          MR. LEON GALUSHA, COUNCILMAN 

              MR. AL VASAK, COUNCILMAN 

       MRS. GAIL SEAMAN, COUNCILWOMAN 

Recording secretary: Cynthia R. Hyde, Town Clerk 

FISCAL MEETING: The Town Board reviewed all claims. 

BOARD MEETING: The regular town board meeting was called to order by Evelyn 

Wood, Supervisor. 

PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

ROLL CALL 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: 

On a motion by Councilwoman Seaman, seconded by Councilman Bills, the 

January 03, 2013 minutes were approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK, SEAMAN 

On a motion by Councilman Vasak, seconded by Councilman Galusha, the 

January 08, 2013 minutes were approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK, SEAMAN 

LETTERS:  

A letter from the Warren County Board of Elections (summarized) 
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A reminder from the Assessors that March 1, 2013 was the deadline for 

exemption applications (read) 

Letters of interest for Board of Assessment review from Charlotte Needham and 

Shirley Wendling (read) 

A letter from Sherry Cameron (read) 

REPORTS:  

Councilman Vasak gave a report on the Highway department, the landfill and the 

food pantry. 

Councilman Galusha  Youth - said that the youth Easter party would be held 

March 24, 2013. 

EMS – Councilman Galusha stated that the Thurman EMS had held a meeting on 

Saturday.  

Councilman Galusha put a motion on the floor to fund the Thurman EMS. There 

was no second motion. 

Supervisor’s Report 

Supervisor Wood reported on … 

AUD 

Engineering matters 

Bridge painting to be done in May 

Warren County Bicentennial Proclamation 

A Verizon worker would like to be able to park on town property 

Office space for the Justice and Court clerk 

Discussion: Supervisor Wood introduced Joanna Cummings, Town of Thurman 

Court Clerk. Discussion ensued regarding the court’s office space. Mrs. Cummings 
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said that the present office space was so small that she and the judge could not fit 

in it at the same time. Also, it didn’t allow room for private conferences that are 

sometimes needed by the court and can involve up to 3 people. The town board 

decided to move the court to the present tax collector office and come up with an 

alternative plan for the tax collector and historian. 

 OLD BUSINESS:  

Discussion pertaining to occupancy tax funds 

NEW BUSINESS:  

Voting machines: The town board talked about what to do with the old lever 

voting machines (the county is returning the old lever voting machines to the 

towns for disposal). Possible solutions were to give them to the school or send 

them out for scrap. 

Solid waste bid: There was discussion about solid waste disposal and the different 

available options. Supervisor Wood stated that by law we need to go with the 

lowest bidder. It was decided to award bids separately. On a motion by 

Councilman Vasak, seconded by Councilwoman Seaman, the town board decided 

to award solid waste bids individually. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK, SEAMAN 

Landfill bins: The town board decided to keep the landfill bins and get some spare 

bins from the county (the county is getting rid of landfill bins). 

Double HH Ranch: There was discussion about the Double HH Ranch charity 

cycling event and that they are requesting approval to ride through our town. 

RESOLUTION by Councilwoman Seaman: On a motion by Councilwoman 

Seaman, seconded by Councilman Vasak, the town board approves and supports 

the consolidation of the Thurman EMS and the Warrensburg EMS for the purpose 

of better serving the public and to obtain available grant funding. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK, SEAMAN 
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Discussion: Supervisor Wood said that she had seen the grant application and 

thought they (EMS) could be eligible. Councilman Bills asked when the grant 

would have to be submitted. Councilwoman Seaman and Supervisor Wood said 

the grant had to be in the early part of March. Councilwoman Seaman said that 

Warrensburg had a grant writer available (to write this grant). 

RESOLUTION # 12:  

Resolution to Award Occupancy Tax 

WHEREAS the Town of Thurman awards Occupancy Tax funding to events promoting tourism  in our 

town, be it 

RESOLVED that the Town Board awards the Thurman Station Association $4,050 for the  Wilderness 

Heritage Corridor Showcase and the Thurman Fall Farm Tour and be it  further 

RESOLVED that the Town plans to spend $5,620 for the Town’s Bicentennial Signature Event  to be 

held June 14 and 15, 2013 and be it further 

RESOLVED that the Town Board agrees to advance the funds to the Thurman Station  Association so 

that the Thurman Station Association may coordinate the use of the  funding as necessary for 

advertizing and other purposes. 

On a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by Councilwoman Seaman, 

Resolution # 12 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK, SEAMAN 

 

RESOLUTION #13:  

Resolution to Appoint to Board of Assessment Review 

WHEREAS the Town of Thurman currently has openings on the Board of Assessment Review  and 

WHEREAS Charlotte Needham and Shirley Wendling have written letters to the Town Board 

 requesting appointment to the Board of Assessment Review, be it 

RESOLVED that the aforementioned individuals are hereby appointed to the Board of  Assessment 

Review. 

On a motion by Councilman Bills, seconded by Councilwoman Seaman, 

Resolution # 13 was approved. 
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MOTION CARRIED:  4 AYES ~ WOOD, BILLS, VASAK, SEAMAN 

  1 ABSTAIN ~ GALUSHA 

RESOLUTION #14:  

Resolution Congratulating the Town of Warrensburg on Their Town’s Bicentennial 

WHEREAS the Town of Warrensburg was formed on February 12, 1813, and 

WHEREAS the Town of Warrensburg has grown and flourished in the two hundred years since  it was 

formed to reach its Bicentennial year, be it  

RESOLVED that the Town of Thurman does hereby offer our congratulations and well wishes to  our 

neighboring township on this momentous occasion, and be it further 

RESOLVED that the Town Board directs the Town Clerk to forward a copy of this resolution to  the 

Town of Warrensburg. 

On a motion by Councilman Vasak, seconded by Councilman Galusha, Resolution 

# 14 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK, SEAMAN 

RESOLUTION #15: Budget transfers. See attached 

On a motion by Councilman Galusha , seconded by Councilman Vasak, Resolution 

# 15 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK, SEAMAN 

RESOLUTION #16:  

Resolution to Accept Annual Audit 

WHEREAS the Town Board is required to annually audit the books and receipts of the officers  of the 

Town, and 

WHEREAS the audit for the year 2012 has been completed, 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board accepts the attached audit results. 

On a motion by Councilman Vasak, seconded by Councilman Bills, Resolution # 

16 was approved. 
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MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK, SEAMAN 

RESOLUTION # 17:  

Resolution Approving Event 

WHEREAS Double H Ranch has requested the Town Board’s approval to host a charity cycling  event, 

and 

WHEREAS the State Department of Transportation requests that a form be filled out, be it 

RESOLVED that the Town Board hereby approves the 4th Annual Camp Challenge Ride and 

 authorizes the Supervisor to fill out he necessary forms concerning the event. 

On a motion by Councilman Vasak, seconded by Councilwoman Seaman, 

Resolution # 17 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK, SEAMAN 

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS: On a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by 

Councilwoman Seaman, the town board approved vouchers #’s 2013-30 thru 

2013-96 for a highway and general fund grand total of $101,614.04. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK, SEAMAN 

 PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 

Tonight’s meeting was attended by approximately 118 town folks. Most folks 

were there to show support for the Thurman EMS. The general consensus was 

financial support for the Thurman EMS by the town even if it meant an increase in 

taxes. Many people stood up and spoke on behalf of the Thurman EMS; some of 

the speakers were given loud applause and even a standing ovation. The idea of 

consolidating the Thurman EMS with the Warrensburg EMS was not favorable to 

a majority of those present tonight. It was also clear that many of these folks 

were unhappy with the Thurman Town Board. 

One person spoke against funding the Thurman EMS and was unhappy with their 

service. 

Representatives from the Warrensburg EMS were also in attendance. 
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Councilwoman Seaman was in support of a consolidation of Thurman EMS and 

Warrensburg EMS with the hope of accessing grant money for this consolidation 

and better serving the people.  

Supervisor Wood’s stance was fiscal responsibility and a desire to do what she 

felt was right and legal for the good of the whole town. 

A motion to fund the Thurman EMS that was introduced by Councilman Galusha 

was still on the floor. Councilman Bills seconded the motion. 

MOTION DEFEATED:  2 AYES ~ GALUSHA, BILLS 

        3 NAYS ~ WOOD, SEAMAN, VASAK 

ADJOURNMENT: On a motion by Councilman Vasak, seconded by Councilwoman 

Seaman, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK, SEAMAN  

Respectfully Submitted: 

Cynthia R. Hyde 
Town clerk 
02/27/2013 
 
Attached:  
Letter from Board of Elections  
A note from the assessor’s 
Letters of interest from Charlotte Needham and Shirley Wendling 
Letter from Sherry Cameron  
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