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MINUTES OF THE FISCAL AND REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE 

TOWN OF THURMAN HELD AUGUST 12, 2011 AT THE TOWN HALL, 311 ATHOL 

ROAD, ATHOL NEW YORK, COMMENCING AT 6:30 P.M… 

PRESENT:        MRS. EVELYN WOOD, SUPERVISOR 

   MR. CHARLES BILLS, COUNCILMAN 

          MR. LEON GALUSHA, COUNCILMAN 

              MR. AL VASAK, COUNCILMAN 

       MRS. REBECCA HITCHCOCK, COUNCILWOMAN 

Recording secretary: Cynthia R. Hyde, Town Clerk 

FISCAL MEETING: The Town Board reviewed all claims. 

BOARD MEETING: The regular town board meeting was called to order by Evelyn 

Wood, Supervisor. 

PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

ROLL CALL 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: On a motion by Councilwoman Hitchcock, 

seconded by Councilman Galusha, the minutes were approved.  

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, HITCHCOCK, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK  

Supervisor Wood said that the Occupancy Tax Committee requests an advance of 

½ of the Fall Farm Tour funds. Also noted were some changes with Youth program 

bus drivers resulting in several vouchers being voided (20110459, 2011460 and 

20110461 were voided) and a new voucher 20110512 for the same amount being 

created.  

CLAIMS: On a motion by Councilman Vasak, seconded by Councilman Bills, 

payment of vouchers # 20110538 thru 20110553 also 20110555 thru 20110560 
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Highway fund for a grand total of $37,334,21 and vouchers 20110516 thru 

20110537 also 20110554 General fund for a grand total of $34,513.42. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, HITCHCOCK, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK 

REPORTS:  

Food Pantry: Councilman Vasak said that the food pantry was getting low. The 

gleaning program had been cut; therefore some of the food coming from 

Community Action was being used for gleaning.  

Landfill: Councilman Vasak gave an approximate amount collected by the landfill. 

Youth: See attached 

Highway: None 

Cemetery: Councilman Bills said that Ernie Smith and Dick Needham were 

keeping up the cemeteries. 

Supervisor’s report: Supervisor Wood said that…  

The county had started working on the 2012 budget and that the goal was to keep 

it flat. 

Other avenues (pertaining to FEMA) were being explored. Congressman Chris 

Gibson was working hard for Thurman and would be here for the Monday night 

concert August 22, 2011. 

She (Supervisor Wood) and bookkeeper Les Losaw would attend civil service 

training, reporting training and advanced accounting training.  

Utility bills were being scrutinized in an effort to save money. 

It was possible that an electronic copy of the town budget would need to be 

submitted to the NYS Comptroller’s office prior to being passed by the town 

board. 

CHIPS money is being applied for. 
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Highway department cash flow is going to fall short. 

Highway Superintendent Pat Wood is looking over highway expenses. 

The Highway department has been excellent. 

OLD BUSINESS:  

The Thurman Highway Contract is complete. 

A contract has been signed between the Town of Thurman and the Warrensburg 

EMS. 

The town attorney is working on the animal control law. 

In an effort to cut down on heating costs the assessors will be moving to the town 

hall. 

Supervisor Wood asked for a list of active Thurman Youth Commission members.  

LETTERS: The Town Clerk read a letter of interest from John Santasier, a letter 

from Michael Eddy and a letter from Stacey Eddy Dunkley. (See attached) 

RESOLUTION #89: 

 Resolution to Allow Town Justice to Apply for Grant 

 BE IT RESOLVED that the Thurman Town Board authorizes Judge Filomena 
Riviello to apply for the 2011 JCAP grant. On a motion by Councilman Vasak, 
seconded by Councilwoman Hitchcock. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, HITCHCOCK, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK 

 RESOLUTION #90: 

 Resolution to Advance Occupancy Tax Funds for the Fall Farm Tour 

 WHEREAS, the Occupancy Tax Policy of the Town of Thurman authorizes 
the Town Board to extend funds in advance of an event to assist with necessary 
event funding, and 
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 WHEREAS this money is a portion of the amount already approved for the 
Fall Farm Tour and the appropriate receipts will be included in the Fall Farm 
Tour’s Final Report. 

 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Thurman Town Board authorizes a check in the 
amount of $3539.90 payable to the Thurman Station Association, to be used on 
expenses for the Fall Farm Tour. 

On a motion by Councilman Bills, seconded by Councilman Galusha. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, HITCHCOCK, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK 

RESOLUTION #91: 
 
 Resolution to Update Employees Handbook and Policies  

 WHEREAS it is necessary to periodically review and update the policies and 
procedures of the Town of Thurman, 

 BE IT RESOLVED that the Thurman Town Board accepts the attached 
revised Handbook, which includes the policies and procedures of the Town of 
Thurman. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this handbook shall be distributed 

to all employees of the Town of Thurman. 

On a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by Councilman Vasak. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, HITCHCOCK, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK 

RESOLUTION #92: 
 
 Resolution to Establish Credit Card Policy  

 
 WHEREAS it is necessary to have a policy on the use of the Town’s credit 
card, and  
 WHEREAS no such policy has been established, 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Thurman’s Credit Card Policy shall be as 
follows:  
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 The Town’s credit card shall be acquired and used by the Supervisor for the 
purchase of items in the course of municipal business. The purchasing limit shall 
be $1,000.00, and all claims shall be audited to ensure proper documentation and 
that the appropriate individual is using the card. The card may not be used for 
personal purchases and any purchase which is not for municipal purposes must be 
fully reimbursed to the town along with any interest or fees. 
 
 On a motion by Councilman Vasak, seconded by Councilwoman Hitchcock. 
  
MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, HITCHCOCK, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK 

RESOLUTION #93: 
 
Resolution to Apply for DEC Grant for Salt Storage  

BE IT RESOLVED that the Supervisor is authorized to apply for a DEC Grant 
pertaining to the building of a salt shed. 

On a motion by Councilman Galusha seconded by Councilman Vasak 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, HITCHCOCK, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK 

RESOLUTION #94:  

Resolution to Rates 

BE IT RESOLVED that the rates for copies shall be as follows: 

Photocopies: .25 per page 
Faxes: .25 per page 
CDs: $5.00 per disk 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the rate for Transcripts of Vital Records shall be 
$5.00. 
On a motion by Councilwoman Hitchcock, seconded by Councilman Bills 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, HITCHCOCK, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK 
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RESOLUTION #95: 
 
 Resolution to Apply for DEC Grant  

BE IT RESOLVED that the Supervisor is authorized to apply for a DEC Grant for 
Municipal Waste Reduction and Recycling. 

On a motion by Councilman Vasak, seconded by Councilman Galusha 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, HITCHCOCK, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK 

RESOLUTION #96: 
 
 Resolution to Install Keyless Entry 

 
WHEREAS it is necessary to have the Town Hall secure, and 
WHEREAS quotes have been received for the installation of a keyless entry 

system at the Town Hall, 
BE IT RESOLVED that Foresight has submitted the lowest estimate for the 

installation of the keyless entry system, in the amount of $1,373.51, to be paid 
from A1620.4, Buildings – Contractual. 
Resolution # 96 was tabled. 

RESOLUTION #97 
 
Resolution to Reorganize Town Offices  

 
 WHEREAS the town can recognize savings by centralizing its office in the 
Town Hall and closing the Harris House, 
 BE IT RESOLVED that all Town Offices will be located in the Town Hall, and 
necessary modifications to accommodate the reorganizing of the offices shall be 
made to the Hall.  
On a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by Councilman Bills 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, HITCHCOCK, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK 

Councilman Bills asked if the old truck ( the 1997 Ford F-250 pickup) that was sold 

to the highest bidder had been picked up. Supervisor Wood said that if the truck 

didn’t get picked up it would be awarded to the next highest bidder.  
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PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: Mike Eddy, John O’Neill, Carolyn Grotavant, Barb 

Farrell, Joyce Eddy, Erin Beadnell and Loren Eddy spoke against the contract 

between the Thurman Town Board and the Warrensburg EMS, their preference 

would be to contract with Thurman EMS. Delbert Chambers added that since the 

Thurman EMS is a separate organization the Town Board isn’t responsible for 

them.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION: Supervisor Wood called an executive session. On a motion 

by Councilman Galusha, seconded by Councilman Bills, the Town Board went into 

executive session at 7:35 pm. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, HITCHCOCK, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK  

With no action being taken, on a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by 

Councilwoman Hitchcock, the Town Board came out of executive session at 7:48 

pm. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, HITCHCOCK, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK  

ADJOURNMENT: On a motion by Councilman Vasak, seconded by Councilman 

Bills, the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 pm. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, HITCHCOCK, GALUSHA, BILLS, VASAK  

Respectfully Submitted: 

Cynthia R. Hyde, Town Clerk 
 
Attached: Youth commission report,  letters from John Santasier, Michael Eddy 
and Stacey Dunkley. 
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