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MINUTES OF THE FISCAL AND REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE 

TOWN OF THURMAN HELD SEPTEMBER 08, 2014 AT THE TOWN HALL, 311 

ATHOL ROAD, ATHOL NEW YORK, COMMENCING AT 6:30 P.M… 

PRESENT:        MRS. EVELYN WOOD, SUPERVISOR 

   MR. MICHAEL EDDY, COUNCILMAN 

          MR. LEON GALUSHA, COUNCILMAN 

              MR. DANIEL SMITH, COUNCILMAN 

       MRS. GAIL SEAMAN, COUNCILWOMAN 

Recording secretary: Cynthia R. Hyde, Town Clerk 

FISCAL MEETING: The Town Board reviewed all claims. 

BOARD MEETING: The regular town board meeting was called to order by Evelyn 

Wood, Supervisor. 

PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

ROLL CALL 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: 

July 15, 2014 regular meeting: On a motion by Councilman Eddy, seconded by 

Councilman Smith, the minutes of the July 15, 2014 regular meeting were 

approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, EDDY, SMITH, SEAMAN 

August 06, 2014 special meeting: Supervisor Wood said that she would like her 

statement included in the minutes for consistency and because she supplied the 

clerk with the statement to include in the minutes. According to town board 

meeting procedure, if a board member requests a statement be included in the 

minutes the clerk must do so. Supervisor Wood reviewed her speech and pointed 

out several facts and said that she felt the speech contained more than just her 
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personal account. On a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by 

Councilwoman Seaman, the minutes of the August 06, 2014 special meeting were 

approved with the addition of Supervisor Wood’s speech. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, EDDY, SMITH, SEAMAN 

August 12, 2014 regular meeting: Supervisor Wood stated that she would like to 

hold off on the August 12, 2014 minutes. Supervisor Wood said that when she 

read it she found over 13 errors and also had a complaint from the press 

regarding these minutes. The town clerk asked what the errors were but the 

supervisor refrained from answering and continued on with the meeting. 

REPORTS:  

Councilman Smith discussed using vinyl siding on the town hall instead of paint 

because of lead abatement. Councilman Smith also asked about the landfill cap. 

Supervisor Wood said that no definite date was set for maintaining it but it would 

get mowed this fall when things were slow. Supervisor Wood stated that we had 

our landfill water testing reduced, one of the concerns was turbidity. Wood said 

that some of the wells will need some work, she wasn’t 100% sure what the 

issues are but will have the engineering team look into it and will let the board 

know the results. 

There was discussion on maintenance of the buildings and Councilman Smith said 

the town hall isn’t looking to good and no bids were received for new doors. 

Supervisor Wood suggested having a maintenance person on call or perdiem.  

Councilman Galusha apologized for not making the special August 27, meeting 

explaining that he had to stay at work that night. Councilman Galusha also gave 

the EMS report. Attached 

Councilwoman Seaman said that the youth Halloween party was set for October 

25 and that cookie donations were appreciated.  

Councilman Eddy reported on the veteran’s roll and said he got 85 names off of 

the tax rolls. Supervisor Wood suggested cemetery lists might be helpful. 
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Supervisor Wood gave the supervisor’s report. 

OLD BUSINESS:  

Meeting: Supervisor Wood said that there was a meeting last Friday September 

5th for people who were interested in volunteering for construction of the salt 

shed. Supervisor Wood said that 15 people showed up and more have called, we 

went over plans and are looking to move ahead with construction. Wood thanked 

everyone for their interest in helping with the project. 

Well Remediation:  

Supervisor Wood said that the town attorney recommended having the town 

engineer prepare a recommendation on each property (affected by salt 

contamination). Supervisor Wood said that she would call everyone in once she 

gets the recommendations so we can act quickly.  Councilman Smith asked if this 

includes the first party that we are dealing with that is not a drilling deal. 

Supervisor Wood said that yes that’s correct it’s a recommendation of 

remediation for each of the individual properties depending on the needs of 

those particular individual properties. Councilman Smith stated, so we’re having 

him engineer something for the first party. Supervisor Wood said that we’re not 

having him engineer anything that’s all engineered already. Councilman Smith 

asked, where do we stand on that one (first party). Supervisor Wood said that we 

may or may not have bids tonight, once we know we’ll know where we are going 

with that one. 

Councilman Eddy asked if the engineer would write up something for the well 

drillers pertaining to the salt plume. Supervisor Wood said that the engineer 

would prepare what is necessary once the board has approved the 

recommendations. 

When the recommendations are finished Councilman Smith and Councilman 

Galusha wanted to have a special meeting or handle it at the budget presentation 

meeting so the board could act quickly. 
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NEW BUSINESS:  

Supervisor Wood said that budget requests are due on September 20th. 

Budget presentation: On a motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by 

Councilwoman Seaman, a budget presentation meeting was called for September 

30, 2014 at 7pm. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, EDDY, SMITH, SEAMAN 

POINTS OF INTEREST: 

Johnsburg Historical Society event September 13, 2014 

Veteran’s dinner October 7, 2014 –food donations needed 

Fall Farm Tour 

Several tourist busses have visited Thurman 

Town Offices closed October 13, 2014 

RESOLUTION # 67:  

Resolution to Adjust Budget 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board authorizes the following budget adjustment: 

From      To 

DA5140.1 Misc PS - $3,750.00  DA5130.4 Machinery CE - $6,312 

DA5130.2 Machinery EQ - $3,262  DA5110.4 General Repairs CE - $700 

  Total  $7,012      Total $7,012 

A1990.4 Contingency - $300   A8810.4 Cemeteries - $300 

  Total $300      Total $300 

On a motion by Councilwoman Seaman, seconded by Councilman Smith, 

Resolution # 67 was approved. 
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MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, EDDY, SMITH, SEAMAN 

RESOLUTION # 68:  

Resolution to Reject Bids 

WHEREAS the Thurman Town Board requested bids on the installation if up to 

three wells, and 

WHEREAS the bid process is intended to prevent prior knowledge of the details of 

the bidders’  proposals in order to make bids competitive and obtain the best price 

possible for the  town, and 

WHEREAS more than one Town Board member spoke to one or more of the 

bidders or potential  bidders, now therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Thurman Town Board rejects all bids received as a result 

of the  Town’s request for bids on the drilling of up to three wells opened on 

August 12, 2014. 

On a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by Councilwoman Seaman, 

Resolution # 68 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  4 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, SMITH, SEAMAN 

  1 NAY ~ EDDY 

Councilman Eddy said that he disagreed with the way this resolution was written. 

Councilman Eddy stated that there were no questions about the details of the 

bidders proposals they were questions about how the well is done. Councilman 

Eddy wanted this information to bring back to the board to have more of a 

description than just a run for foot.  

Supervisor Wood said that she had discussed this matter thoroughly with 

Attorney Mark Schachner and that he said the bids are meant to be a blind 

process. Supervisor Wood stated that we (the town board) shouldn’t have any 

communications between the board and anyone who is a prospective bidder 

simply because there could be issues. Supervisor Wood said that another town 
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ended up in court for a similar thing, it was found that the board members didn’t 

do anything wrong but it cost the town $20,000.00 to prove it. Wood said that the 

safest and least expensive way to do it is to reject the bids, that is the advice of 

our town attorney. 

RESOLUTION # 69:  

Resolution to Award White Space Operations 

WHEREAS the Thurman Town Board requested proposals for the operations of the 

white space  internet system being constructed by the Town, and 

WHEREAS the Town received a bid from Adirondack Internet/Public Access (AIPA) 

in  response to this request, and 

WHEREAS it is now time to begin preparing for the operation of the system, and  

WHEREAS the proposal from Adirondack Internet/Public Access meets the 

requirements of the  request for proposals, now therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED that the contract for operation of the town’s white space internet 

system is  awarded to Adirondack Internet/Public Access, and be it  

FURTHER RESOLVED that the contract shall be in the form approved by the Town 

Attorney  and the Supervisor is authorized to sign any necessary documents. 

On a motion by Councilwoman Seaman, seconded by Councilman Galusha, 

Resolution # 69 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  4 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, SMITH, SEAMAN 

   1 NAY ~ EDDY 

RESOLUTION # 70:  

Resolution to Amend Budget 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board amends the budget by increasing A6989.4 

by $2,585 to reflect the receipt of funds from the LARAC grant. 
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On a motion by Councilwoman Seaman, seconded by Councilman Smith, 

Resolution # 70 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, EDDY, SMITH, SEAMAN 

2014 STATE OF THE PARK: 

Supervisor Wood said that Town of Thurman got two thumbs up in the 

Adirondack Council Brochure.  

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS: 

On a motion by Councilwoman Seaman, seconded by Councilman Smith, the 

town board approved vouchers #’s 2014- 561thru 2014-589 with the exception of 

2014-589 and 2014-585 for a highway and general fund grand total of $23,823.12. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, EDDY, SMITH, SEAMAN 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 

The following people spoke during privilege of the floor 

Maria Ligon, Mary Eddy, Winnie Martin and Delbert Chambers 

LETTERS:  

A letter from Brian Angell was read and a letter from Councilman Michael Eddy 

was read. Attached 

SUPERVISOR’S RESPONSE TO COUNCILMAN EDDY’S LETTER: 

Accusation against Councilman Eddy and Highway Superintendent Pat Wood: 

Supervisor Wood asked the clerk what the date was on Councilman Eddy’s letter. 

The clerk said that the date was August 15. Supervisor Wood stated so that was 

prepared after Mike received notice from my office stating the exact same thing. 

Supervisor Wood went on to say I’m just curious, I sent the board members all an 

email prior to that because Mr. Suozzo had sent me the same information , I kind 
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of find it a little bit funny that we had to go back and have Tom prepare it again 

and send it but that’s OK. 

DISCUSSION ON HAVING THE TOWN ATTORNEY ATTEND MEETINGS: 

Councilman Eddy’s letter suggests having the town attorney attend meetings. 

Supervisor Wood asked Councilman Eddy several times how the town board was 

supposed to pay for it. Councilman Eddy said that budget time is coming and we’ll 

have to figure out if we can or we can’t (have the attorney attend meetings). 

Councilman Smith said that it could end a lot of our backtracking on some of 

these issues. Councilwoman Seaman stated that we need to remember that Mr. 

Schachner would not be able to speak specifics. Supervisor Wood said that he 

could give advice and executive session could be used for specifics. Supervisor 

Wood said that she would look at the budget tomorrow. Councilman Galusha 

asked what was left this year. Wood said that there was $1,548.50 but some work 

was not billed yet and suggested maybe another $2000.00 could be moved. The 

town board decided that they would look into rates for having the attorney 

attend board meeting and what day and week would work. 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR AND CORRESPONDENCE: 

Councilman Smith asked if anyone had an opinion on moving privilege of the floor 

and correspondence. Supervisor Wood said that her thought is that the 

resolutions are online ahead of the board meetings and people can call with 

questions. Councilwoman Seaman said that phone numbers need to be added to 

the website. Councilman Eddy said that he thought privilege of the floor should 

be moved up. Councilman Galusha suggested before resolutions. Councilwoman 

Seaman said that a caveat should be added because some people like to 

monopolize the issue so limit speaking to once per person. Supervisor Wood said 

that we’ll move privilege of the floor before resolutions and give everyone one 

bite of the apple. No decision was made concerning correspondence.  

ADJOURNMENT: On a motion by Councilwoman Seaman, seconded by 

Councilman Smith, the meeting was adjourned at 7:52 pm. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, EDDY, SMITH, SEAMAN  
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Respectfully Submitted: 

Cynthia R. Hyde 
Town clerk 
09/23/2014 
 
Attached:  
Ems Report 
Letter from Brian Angell 
Letter from Councilman Mike Eddy 
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