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MINUTES OF THE FISCAL AND REGULAR MEETING OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE 

TOWN OF THURMAN HELD OCTOBER 14, 2014 AT THE TOWN HALL, 311 ATHOL 

ROAD, ATHOL NEW YORK, COMMENCING AT 6:30 P.M… 

PRESENT:        MRS. EVELYN WOOD, SUPERVISOR 

   MR. MICHAEL EDDY, COUNCILMAN 

          MR. LEON GALUSHA, COUNCILMAN 

              MR. DANIEL SMITH, COUNCILMAN 

       MRS. GAIL SEAMAN, COUNCILWOMAN 

Recording secretary: Cynthia R. Hyde, Town Clerk 

FISCAL MEETING: The Town Board reviewed all claims. 

BOARD MEETING: The regular town board meeting was called to order by Evelyn 

Wood, Supervisor. 

PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

ROLL CALL 

Supervisor Wood had a statement to make before starting the board meeting and 

said that she was trying to think of the best and most diplomatic way to say it. 

Supervisor Wood said that over the summer she had received a number of 

complaints, such as difficulty hearing the meeting and disruption from the 

audience at meetings. Supervisor Wood said that we’ve asked a couple of times 

that folks try to tone it down, it’s difficult to hear, if you have a conversation if 

you could just please step outside or out back so we don’t disrupt the meeting. 

Supervisor Wood continued saying that it works for about maybe a month, if 

we’re lucky, and then we slide back. Wood stated that the culmination of these 

problems was quite an experience (at the Monday October 06, 2014 special 

meeting).  
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Supervisor Wood said that she thought about that Monday night meeting and 

was deeply concerned. Wood said that we were in a small space, there were 

some elderly and not as agile (as younger folks are) people at the meeting; if you 

don’t know something is going to happen you could easily be injured even if you 

were agile.  

Supervisor Wood said that she thought about it all night and that her biggest 

concern is the safety of the public who have the right to feel comfortable at 

meetings; they should not have to worry about their neighbor thumping their 

feet, disruptive conversation or comments from the floor. Wood added that 

Monday night’s meeting (October 06, 2014) was exceptionally out of hand and 

that it is never pleasant for her to call the police and she was not pleased that she 

had to do it. Supervisor Wood said that we’re all grown adults here and are able 

to act like that; and while some people might say emotions get high, I do expect 

as adults we’re able to control ourselves a little bit. 

Supervisor Wood said that she met with the (Warren County) sheriff, the 

undersheriff and some of their staff and went over what had gone on at Thurman 

Town Board Meetings this summer and what some of her concerns were 

regarding safety and general courtesy. Supervisor Wood said that they covered 

what she could do to make this (meetings) a good environment to conduct the 

business of the town, which is why we are here. Supervisor Wood stated that we 

are not here to get into fights, arguments, screaming matches or general 

disruption. Wood said that she discussed this with the sheriff and learned that 

she has a lot more authority than she had chosen to use and that some of it was a 

surprise even to her, “needless to say I’m not real thrilled that I could go down 

some of these avenues”. Supervisor Wood said that the sheriff reviewed our 

situation and made some recommendations and that she intends to take those 

into serious consideration and implement them. 

Supervisor Wood said “Just so everybody knows and everybody’s clear and it’s on 

the record going forward, every single meeting we have in this room is going to be 

videotaped.  You know, anybody can come in here with a video camera anyway, 

it’s a public room. The sheriff advises me that while the audios are excellent, we 
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did not happen to video tape the special meeting. And he advised me that he 

recommends that we video tape all of our meetings and preferably from a couple 

of different angles. So we will be implementing that by next month. It was a little 

short notice, I couldn’t get it done in time for tonight, they have some excellent 

staff down there that were able to offer some guidance as to what we might do. 

I’m not extremely happy that we have to go down that route. But on the other 

hand I wanna make sure that if people come here they’re safe and that also if we 

do have disruptive folks that refuse to abide by my requests to sit down or to come 

to order we’re gonna start having those folks removed. It’s again, I’m, for those of 

you who come here and are civil and just listen and you know are just here for 

your own information, I apologize. You shouldn’t be subjected to this and I do feel 

bad that we have to go down this route. But, the sheriff has strongly advised me, 

as has the undersheriff that it would be wrong to allow this to continue, that I am 

just, you know, essentially letting it get worse and worse by not addressing it. And 

so going forward that’s what we’re going to do. So please, if I’m asking you to 

come to order, and that applies to everybody, it’s going to be the citizens, it’s 

going to be the elected officials, that’s everybody. If you’re not sitting down if 

you’re not yielding the floor you’re going to be removed and I was hesitant to do 

so, but you know on the advisement of the sheriff, I am the supervisor and you 

folks did elect me and you do expect me to lead and that’s exactly what I’m gonna 

do going forward. It’s not my first choice, but it’s what we’re going to do. So with 

that being said we’ll trundle on into the old meeting here” 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES: 

Supervisor Wood said that there were a number of minutes to approve we are 

back about six sets and would the board like to wait until next month. Approval of 

the August 12, 2014 regular meeting minutes, August 27, 2014 special meeting 

minutes, September 08, 2014 regular meeting minutes, September 30, 2014 

special meeting minutes and the October 06, 2014 special meeting minutes were 

put off until next month. 
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REPORTS:  

Buildings: Councilman Smith said that we were in a holding pattern regarding 

buildings. 

EMS: Councilman Galusha read the Warrensburg EMS report. 

Youth Commission: Councilwoman Seaman reported that the Halloween party 

would be held October 25, from 1-3 and the Christmas party would be held 

December 13.   

Highway: Councilwoman Seaman said that paving on Bowen Hill Road was 

complete. 

Veterans Roll: Councilman Eddy said he brought the vets list up to 106. 

Supervisor Wood asked how long Eddy needed to finish. Councilman Eddy said 

he expected to be done next month. 

 Supervisor’s Report: 

THURMAN STATION ASSOCIATION: 

Supervisor Wood said that the Thurman Station Association is getting ready to do 

the applications for next year’s events and wanted a tentative confirmation from 

the board that we intend to continue a contractual relationship. 

On a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by Councilwoman Seaman, the 

town board gave Thurman Station Association a tentative conformation 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, EDDY, SMITH, SEAMAN 

CHANGE MEETING DATE: 

On a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by Councilwoman Seaman, the 

November regular meeting date was changed to Monday November 10, 2014 due 

to Tuesday being a holiday. (Veterans’ Day) 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, EDDY, SMITH, SEAMAN 
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OLD BUSINESS:  

Supervisor Wood reviewed the 2015 tentative budget with the help of a power 

point presentation.  

ADOPT PRELIMINARY BUDGET: 

On a motion by Councilwoman Seaman, seconded by Councilman Galusha, the 

town board adopted the 2015 preliminary budget. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, EDDY, SMITH, SEAMAN 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

On a motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Galusha, a public 

hearing regarding the preliminary budget was set for October 28, 2014 at 7 pm. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, EDDY, SMITH, SEAMAN 

POINTS OF INTEREST: 

Election coming up in November 

Town Hall closed for Veterans Day 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR: 

The following people spoke during privilege of the floor. 

Brian Angell, Richard Kline, Jean Coulard, Barbara Farrell, Winnie Martin, Avis 

Russell, Cynthia Hyde, Joyce Eddy and Mary Eddy 

RESOLUTION #72:  

Resolution to Authorize Contract 

WHEREAS the John Thurman Historical Society has requested storage for their various items, records, 

and files, and 

WHEREAS the Town Board is willing to provide the requested storage and has had a contract agreeable 

to both parties developed, be it 
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RESOLVED that the Town Board authorizes the Supervisor to sign a five year contract with the John 

Thurman Historical Society and take any other actions necessary to effectuate this resolution. 

On a motion by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilwoman Seaman, 

Resolution # 72 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, EDDY, SMITH, SEAMAN 

RESOLUTION #73:  

Resolution to Fill Position 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board authorizes the filling of the Part Time Recycling Center Attendant. 

This position is 16 hours per week at a rate of $8.78 per hour with no benefits. 

On a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by Councilman Smith, Resolution 

# 73 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, EDDY, SMITH, SEAMAN 

RESOLUTION #74:  

Resolution to Adjust budget 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board authorizes the following budget adjustments: 

General Fund: 

From       To  

7140.1 Playgrounds PS - $2,616.00   6772.4 –Programs for the Aging $200.00 

       7310.4 – Youth Programs CE      $200.00 

       8810.4 – Cemeteries CE              $235.00 

       1420.4 – Attorney CE    $1,581.00 

             1440.4 – Engineer CE       $400.00 

         $2,616.00         $2,616.00 

             

Highway Fund: 

From       To 
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       5110.4 – General Repairs CE $4,272 

5130.2 – Machinery EQ - $9,155   5130.4 – Machinery CE $4,883                      

$9,155       $9,155  

Reserve Fund – Road Repair - $49,152  5112.2 – Perm. Improvements - $49,152  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that upon receipt of the Multi Modal Funds reimbursement for the Bowen Hill 

Paving Project those funds will be used to reimburse the Road Repair Reserve. 

On a motion by Councilwoman Seaman, seconded by Councilman Smith, 

Resolution #74 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, EDDY, SMITH, SEAMAN 

RESOLUTION #75:  

Resolution to Authorize Application for Grant 

WHEREAS the town Justice would like to apply for a JCAP Grant in the amount of $9,700, now 

therefore be it 

RESOLVED that the Town Board authorizes the Justice to apply for a JCAP grant. 

On a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by Councilwoman Seaman, 

Resolution # 75 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, EDDY, SMITH, SEAMAN 

RESOLUTION #76:  

Resolution for Interfund Advance 

WHEREAS the town of Thurman has undertaken a project to construct a White Space Internet System, 

and  

WHEREAS construction has commenced on the project, including the use of fiber backhaul, and 

WHEREAS the monthly fee for that backhaul will commence before all subscribers are able to enroll in 

service, be it 

RESOLVED that the Town Board authorizes and interfund advance from the general fund unappropriated 

fund balance to the enterprise fund not to exceed $3,000, and be it  
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FURTHER RESOLVED that the enterprise fund shall repay the general fund the total amount advanced 

and interest at a rate of four percent. 

On a motion by Councilwoman Seaman, seconded by Supervisor Wood, 

Resolution #76 was approved. 

MOTION CARRIED:  4 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, SMITH, SEAMAN 

  1 NAY ~ EDDY 

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS: 

On a motion by Councilman Galusha, seconded by Councilman Smith, the town 

board approved vouchers #’s 2014-585, 2014-589 and 2014-614 thru 2014-660 

for a highway fund, general fund and capital project fund grand total of 

$223,962.72. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, EDDY, SMITH, SEAMAN 

CORRESPONDANCE: A letter from Richard Bardi and a letter from Sally Wallace 

were read. Attached 

 ADJOURNMENT: On a motion by Councilwoman Seaman, seconded by 

Councilman Smith, the meeting was adjourned at 9:08 pm. 

MOTION CARRIED:  5 AYES ~ WOOD, GALUSHA, EDDY, SMITH, SEAMAN  

Respectfully Submitted: 

Cynthia R. Hyde 
Town clerk 
10/27/2014 
 
Attached: 
The Warrensburg EMS report, a letter from Richard Bardi and a letter from Sally 
Wallace. 
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